Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515
July 15, 2026

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin The Honorable David Venturella

Secretary Acting Director

U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., SE 500 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20528 Washington, DC 20024

Dear Secretary Mullin and Acting Director Venturella:

We write to ensure accountability in the aftermath of two horrible deaths over the past
week in Texas and Maine. On Tuesday, July 7, Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, the father of three U.S.
citizens, and a 35-year resident of the United States, was driving to work when officers in an
unmarked Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) vehicle attempted to stop his van.'
Reports indicate that Mr. Salgado Araujo was not even the actual target of ICE at the time; the
ICE operation was targeting two Guatemalans, who were not among the men in the van.> ICE
claims that Mr. Salgado Araujo “weaponized his vehicle” and an ICE agent shot him in
response.’ Neither ICE nor the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) have provided any
evidence to substantiate this claim.* On July 13, just 6 days later, ICE fatally shot a 25-year-old
Colombian national, Johan Sebastian Guerrero, in the head multiple times, even though he was
not part of a targeted enforcement action.” DHS claims that Mr. Guerrero merely attempted to
flee in a vehicle, and that an ICE officer shot him out of concern for “public safety.”® DHS does
not allege the officer feared for his safety. Video footage shows officers handcuffing Mr.
Guerrero and throwing him on the street, even after shooting him in the head.

Both of these incidents have created enormous fear and outrage in the community, and
raise serious questions about the safety of community members, regardless of immigration status.
DHS agents have shot at least 22 people just since the start of President Donald Trump’s second
term.” Six of these shootings have been fatal, resulting in the death of U.S. citizens and
individuals with no criminal records.?

! Dalia Faheid & Chris Boyette, For 35 years, a Mexican father built homes in Houston. Then a morning drive
ended in tragedy, CNN (Jul. 9, 2026), https://www.cnn.com/2026/07/09/us/lorenzo-salgado-araujo-houston-ice-
shooting.

2 Edgar Sandoval & Hamed Aleaziz, Mexican Man Killed by ICE in Houston Was Not the Target, N.Y. TIMES (Jul.
9, 2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/09/us/witnesses-houston-ice-shooting.html.

* Greg Sargent, Texas ICE Killing Darkens: Rep Says Witnesses Pressured to Self-Deport, NEW REPUBLIC (Jul. 9,
2026), https://newrepublic.com/article/212900/texas-ice-killing-darkens-rep-says-witnesses-pressured-self-deport.
‘1d.

> Staff, Live Updates: Immigration Agent Shot Biddeford Man as He Fled ‘in the Direction of the Officers,’
PORTLAND PRESS HERALD, (July 13, 2026), https://www.pressherald.com/2026/07/13/shooting-reported-in-
biddeford-2/; Fatal Shootings in Maine and Houston Spark Demands for Transparency from ICE, CNN, (July 13,
2026), https://www.cnn.com/2026/07/13/us/live-news/maine-ice-shooting-houston-minnesota?t=1783975994087.
¢ Department of Homeland Security (@DHSgov), X (July 13, 2026),
https://x.com/DHSgov/status/2076798878595342620.

7 Allison McCann At Least 21 People Have Been Shot at by Federal Immigration Agents Since Last Year, N.Y.
Times (Jul. 8, 2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/08/us/immigration-agent-shootings-vehicles.html.
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In several of these cases, DHS and its component agencies made unsubstantiated
allegations about individuals its agents have shot and even killed, including René¢e Good, Alex
Pretti, Ruben Ray Martinez, Marimar Martinez, and Julio Sosa-Celis. DHS claimed that the
shooting victims were attacking law enforcement officers, attempting to “weaponize” their
vehicles, and even called them domestic terrorists.” In each case, evidence later emerged that
contradicted these claims, showing that DHS representatives made false statements and DHS
agents acted inappropriately, resulting in several cases against DHS’s victims to be dismissed
with prejudice.” As such, Trump’s DHS has lost the trust of the American people and can no
longer be considered a reliable source of facts."

After shooting and killing Mr. Salgado Araujo, ICE agents took into custody the three
other men who were in the van with him: his brother, Victor Hugo Salgado Araujo, and two
employees, Jose Trinidad Rojas Pliego and Daniel Tirado Pantoja.”> All three of these men have
independently disputed ICE’s account and stated that Mr. Salgado Araujo did not try to ram any
agents with the van.”” Now, reports are emerging that these men—eyewitnesses to the shooting
who can provide essential evidence to investigators—have been placed in removal proceedings.'
This is completely unacceptable.

Unfortunately, this is not the first time ICE has attempted to deport homicide witnesses in
its custody. After a coroner ruled Geraldo Lunas Campos’ death at the ICE detention facility
Camp East Montana a homicide, his family had to get a court order to ensure ICE did not deport
the detained witnesses to the crime.” One witness was moved and deported before the court got
a chance to rule.' It is essential that the same miscarriage of justice does not occur here.

? See, e.g. Matt Ford, The Second Amendment Failed Alex Pretti, NEW REPUBLIC (Feb. 4, 2026),
https://newrepublic.com/article/20598 1/second-amendment-failed-alex-pretti; Roque Planas, Video of an ICE
shooting shattered the agency’s story. Will it usher in accountability?, GUARDIAN (Apr. 11, 2026),
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/apr/1 1/ice-shooting-dhs-accountability-minneapolis; Sophie Hurwitz,
ICE Keeps Using the Same Justification for Killing Drivers, Mother Jones (Jul. 9, 2026),
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2026/07/ice-houston-lorenzo-salgado-araujo-renee-good-killed/.

1 See, e.g., Zoe Sottile, ICE agent charged in shooting during Minneapolis immigration crackdown is arrested in
Texas, CNN (May 29, 2026), https://www.cnn.com/2026/05/29/us/ice-agent-charged-minneapolis-arrested; Chris
Looft, et. al., Video suggests DHS exaggerated claims about the shooting of Marimar Martinez: Visual analysis,
ABC (Feb. 12, 2026) https://abcnews.com/US/video-suggests-dhs-exaggerated-claims-shooting-marimar-martinez/
story?id=130077502.

1 See, e.g., Jude Joffe-Block, et. al., DHS keeps making false claims about people. It's part of a broader pattern,
NPR (Jan. 31, 2026), https://www.npr.org/2026/01/31/nx-s1-5690124/ice-alex-pretti-immigration-unproven-claims-
dhs-enforcement-arrests; Oliver Milman, Lawyers for ICE gave false information to justify detaining thousands,
filings reveal, (Mar. 26, 2026), https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/mar/26/ice-lawyers-justify-detaining-
on-false-information.

12 Sargent, supra note 2.

¥ Hernandez, supra note 8.

'* Arelis R. Hernandez, Migrants who saw man killed by ICE in Houston say he did not ram officers, WASH. POST
(Jul. 10, 2026), https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2026/07/10/migrants-who-saw-man-killed-by-ice-
houston-say-he-did-not-ram-officers/

15 Jeff Abbott, He witnessed a migrant death at an ICE detention center, then was deported, El Paso Times (Feb. 24,
2026), https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/immigration/2026/02/24/a-detainee-at-camp-east-montana-saw-
guards-kill-an-immigrant-then-was-deported/88742190007/.
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We are calling for immediate independent investigations into both of these deaths,
without interference. We are also calling on ICE to stop any removal proceedings against the
witnesses to Mr. Salgado Araujo’s killing for the duration of the investigation. Investigators
must be given access to the testimony of Jose Trinidad Rojas Pliego, Daniel Tirado Pantoja, and
Victor Hugo Salgado Araujo, and the witnesses should have no threat of retaliation or
deportation to provide their testimony.

Similarly, DHS must not interfere with any investigations into the death of Mr. Guerrero.
Far too many people, Americans and noncitizens alike, are dead as a result of DHS’s reckless
actions. There must be accountability and independent investigations.

In order to ensure justice occurs in these cases, as well as ensuring that such incidents do
not continue to happen, please provide answers to the following questions as soon as possible,
but no later than July 30, 2026:

l. Will you commit to allowing all noncitizen witnesses to remain in the United
States for the duration of the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), DHS Office
of Inspecter General (OIG) and any state or local investigations into both of these
deaths, so they may provide eyewitness testimony to investigators?

2. Will you commit to not interfering with any ongoing investigations, and to
ensuring truly independent investigations into both of these cases, as well as
completing investigations into the other ICE-related shootings that have occurred?

3. Will you commit to ensuring that all investigators, including those from the FBI,
OIG, and any state and local offices have access to all witnesses and evidence
related to both of these deaths?

4. Given the enormous amount of funding provided to ICE and CBP both last year
and this year, will you commit to immediately providing body cameras to all ICE
and CBP agents and ensuring that footage is made available in any ongoing
investigations, including any footage of all victims of DHS-related fatal
shootings?

5. Please provide a detailed breakdown, including providing copies of all training
materials, on how much and what kind of training your officers undergo, as it
relates to vehicle stops including when or how discharging weapons into vehicles
is or is not permissible.

These fatal shootings by your agents demand real accountability and immediate action to
ensure this violence does not continue. Failure to impose meaningful consequences sends a
message to your Department that agents can act with impunity, risking public safety and people’s
lives. We call on you to take immediate corrective action.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
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