
December 3, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20451

Dear Secretary Rubio:

We write to express urgent concern over the escalating campaign of transnational repression and 
worsening human rights crisis in Pakistan under the military-backed government of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff Asim Munir. In recent years, U.S. citizens and 
residents who have spoken out against authoritarian abuses in Pakistan have faced threats, 
intimidation, and harassment—often extending to their families in Pakistan.1 These tactics 
include arbitrary detentions, coercion, and retaliatory violence, targeting diaspora individuals and
their relatives.2 These actions infringe upon the right to freedom of expression guaranteed by 
Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which both Pakistan and
the United States are party.3 Further, they set a dangerous precedent for foreign interference on 
U.S. soil. While we recognize that the U.S.-Pakistan partnership on counterterrorism and other 
issues is vital to U.S. national security interests, these partnerships must be grounded in a mutual 
commitment to human rights, democratic governance, and the rule of law. We urge you to swiftly
impose targeted measures, including visa bans and asset freezes, against officials responsible for 
transnational repression, widespread human rights violations, and systematic repression in 
Pakistan. We have called out transnational repression in other countries before and will continue 
to do so; the same principled approach must be applied here.

Transnational repression has impacted individuals from a wide range of professional and 
personal backgrounds. Virginia-based investigative journalist Ahmed Noorani, known for 
reporting on military corruption, has faced persistent threats. After Mr. Noorani published an 
investigative article earlier this year, his brothers were abducted from their home in Islamabad, 
beaten, and detained for over a month.4 His case has been publicly highlighted as an illustrative 
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of such repression by the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission5, Committee to Protect 
Journalists, and Amnesty International.6

Similarly, musician Salman Ahmad faced direct intimidation from the military, including threats 
to his family in both the United States and Pakistan. His brother-in-law was abducted and held 
without charge until the State Department and FBI intervened.7

This authoritarian system in Pakistan is sustained through relentless repression. Opposition 
leaders are held without charge, denied fair trial, and kept in indefinite pretrial detention. 
Independent journalists are harassed, abducted, or forced into exile.8 Ordinary citizens are 
arrested for social media posts, while women, religious minorities, and marginalized ethnic 
groups—particularly in Balochistan—face disproportionate violence and surveillance. These are 
not isolated violations; they reflect a calculated campaign to crush civil society and extinguish all
challenges to military rule.9

Pakistan is facing an escalating crisis of authoritarianism, where democratic institutions and 
fundamental freedoms are being systematically dismantled. The 2024 elections—widely 
condemned for irregularities and documented in the Pattan Report, an independent Pakistani civil
society study monitoring election irregularities—installed a pliant civilian façade.10 The U.S. 
State Department echoed these concerns, publicly expressing alarm over reported irregularities 
and called for a full investigation into the electoral process.11 These developments are 
emblematic of a broader authoritarian crackdown. Under military pressure, Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court authorized civilians to be tried in military courts, erasing judicial independence and 
institutionalizing impunity.12 Peaceful dissent has been transformed into a punishable offense 
under military rule—with no hope of judicial justice or relief.13
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The United States has the responsibility and tools to hold Pakistan’s military leadership 
accountable. We urge the Administration to swiftly impose measures, such as visa bans and asset 
freezes, against officials credibly perpetrating systematic repression, transnational repression, 
and undermining judicial independence. Such steps, alongside calls for the release of former 
Prime Minister Imran Khan and other political prisoners, would reinforce U.S. commitment to 
human rights, protect American citizens from transnational repression, and promote regional 
stability.14

To better inform congressional oversight of U.S. policy toward Pakistan, we request that you 
respond to the following questions in writing no later than December 17, 2025: 

1. In light of Chief of Army Staff Asim Munir’s central role in driving Pakistan’s crackdown
on dissent and other authoritarian abuses, has the Department of State imposed Global 
Magnitsky sanctions or visa bans on Pakistani military officials—such as Munir—given 
credible documentation of transnational repression, serious human rights violations, and 
election rigging? If not, what factors have informed that decision? 

2. What specific conditions would lead to the application of targeted sanctions against 
Pakistan’s military government? 

3. What steps is the U.S. government taking to respond to Pakistan’s transnational 
repression of U.S. citizens and residents, including threats, harassment, and coercion 
directed at their family members in Pakistan? 

4. During Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s private meeting with President Trump on 
September 25, 2025, and General Asim Munir’s meeting on July 18, 2025, did President 
Trump raise concerns regarding democratic governance, transnational repression, human 
rights, and political freedoms in Pakistan? How is the Administration ensuring these 
priorities are reflected in U.S. policy toward Pakistan and what follow-up actions is the 
Administration taking to ensure these concerns are addressed in practice? 

5. How will the Administration ensure that engagement with General Munir and Pakistan’s 
military leadership is conducted in a manner that advances U.S. commitments to 
democracy and human rights, while avoiding perceptions of endorsing actions that 
undermine these principles? 

We thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and await your prompt response.

Sincerely,
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