Congress of the United States

THashington, BE 20515

December 3, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20451

Dear Secretary Rubio:

We write to express urgent concern over the escalating campaign of transnational repression and
worsening human rights crisis in Pakistan under the military-backed government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff Asim Munir. In recent years, U.S. citizens and
residents who have spoken out against authoritarian abuses in Pakistan have faced threats,
intimidation, and harassment—often extending to their families in Pakistan.' These tactics
include arbitrary detentions, coercion, and retaliatory violence, targeting diaspora individuals and
their relatives.” These actions infringe upon the right to freedom of expression guaranteed by
Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which both Pakistan and
the United States are party.’ Further, they set a dangerous precedent for foreign interference on
U.S. soil. While we recognize that the U.S.-Pakistan partnership on counterterrorism and other
issues is vital to U.S. national security interests, these partnerships must be grounded in a mutual
commitment to human rights, democratic governance, and the rule of law. We urge you to swiftly
impose targeted measures, including visa bans and asset freezes, against officials responsible for
transnational repression, widespread human rights violations, and systematic repression in
Pakistan. We have called out transnational repression in other countries before and will continue
to do so; the same principled approach must be applied here.

Transnational repression has impacted individuals from a wide range of professional and
personal backgrounds. Virginia-based investigative journalist Ahmed Noorani, known for
reporting on military corruption, has faced persistent threats. After Mr. Noorani published an
investigative article earlier this year, his brothers were abducted from their home in Islamabad,
beaten, and detained for over a month.* His case has been publicly highlighted as an illustrative
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of such repression by the Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission’, Committee to Protect
Journalists, and Amnesty International.®

Similarly, musician Salman Ahmad faced direct intimidation from the military, including threats
to his family in both the United States and Pakistan. His brother-in-law was abducted and held
without charge until the State Department and FBI intervened.’

This authoritarian system in Pakistan is sustained through relentless repression. Opposition
leaders are held without charge, denied fair trial, and kept in indefinite pretrial detention.
Independent journalists are harassed, abducted, or forced into exile.® Ordinary citizens are
arrested for social media posts, while women, religious minorities, and marginalized ethnic
groups—particularly in Balochistan—face disproportionate violence and surveillance. These are
not isolated violations; they reflect a calculated campaign to crush civil society and extinguish all
challenges to military rule.’

Pakistan is facing an escalating crisis of authoritarianism, where democratic institutions and
fundamental freedoms are being systematically dismantled. The 2024 elections—widely
condemned for irregularities and documented in the Pattan Report, an independent Pakistani civil
society study monitoring election irregularities—installed a pliant civilian fagade.' The U.S.
State Department echoed these concerns, publicly expressing alarm over reported irregularities
and called for a full investigation into the electoral process.'' These developments are
emblematic of a broader authoritarian crackdown. Under military pressure, Pakistan’s Supreme
Court authorized civilians to be tried in military courts, erasing judicial independence and
institutionalizing impunity.'? Peaceful dissent has been transformed into a punishable offense
under military rule—with no hope of judicial justice or relief."
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The United States has the responsibility and tools to hold Pakistan’s military leadership
accountable. We urge the Administration to swiftly impose measures, such as visa bans and asset
freezes, against officials credibly perpetrating systematic repression, transnational repression,
and undermining judicial independence. Such steps, alongside calls for the release of former
Prime Minister Imran Khan and other political prisoners, would reinforce U.S. commitment to
human rights, protect American citizens from transnational repression, and promote regional
stability."

To better inform congressional oversight of U.S. policy toward Pakistan, we request that you
respond to the following questions in writing no later than December 17, 2025:

1. In light of Chief of Army Staff Asim Munir’s central role in driving Pakistan’s crackdown
on dissent and other authoritarian abuses, has the Department of State imposed Global
Magnitsky sanctions or visa bans on Pakistani military officials—such as Munir—given
credible documentation of transnational repression, serious human rights violations, and
election rigging? If not, what factors have informed that decision?

2. What specific conditions would lead to the application of targeted sanctions against
Pakistan’s military government?

3. What steps is the U.S. government taking to respond to Pakistan’s transnational
repression of U.S. citizens and residents, including threats, harassment, and coercion
directed at their family members in Pakistan?

4. During Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s private meeting with President Trump on
September 25, 2025, and General Asim Munir’s meeting on July 18, 2025, did President
Trump raise concerns regarding democratic governance, transnational repression, human
rights, and political freedoms in Pakistan? How is the Administration ensuring these
priorities are reflected in U.S. policy toward Pakistan and what follow-up actions is the
Administration taking to ensure these concerns are addressed in practice?

5. How will the Administration ensure that engagement with General Munir and Pakistan’s
military leadership is conducted in a manner that advances U.S. commitments to
democracy and human rights, while avoiding perceptions of endorsing actions that
undermine these principles?

We thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and await your prompt response.

Sincerely,

4 Pakistan: Authorities Must Immediately Release Imran Khan from Arbitrary Detention - Amnesty International.”
2024. Amnesty International. September 11, 2024. https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa33/8507/2024/en/.,
Pakistan: UN Experts Demand Release of Baloch Human Rights Defenders, and an End to Crackdown on Peaceful
Protest.” 2025. OHCHR. 2025. https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/pakistan-un-experts-demand-
release-baloch-human-rights-defenders-and-end., UNPO Member Communities Nominated for the 2025 Nobel
Peace Prize -.” 2025. UNPO. March 17, 2025. https://unpo.org/unpo-member-communitiesnominated-for-the-2025-
nobel-peace-prize/.



fiaiByrn

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Yome s

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Paidar Flois

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

1

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

/L\\V'?Y\

Marc A. Ve%‘ey/
Member of Congress

T

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

oo

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Yte O Clieke

Yette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

S gy

Steven Horsford ¢
Member of Congress

Tidece Lo

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

S/ephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

jmw{&um;

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress



Donald S. Be}@) Jr.
Member of Congress

Pl Wnsocarf

Debbie Wasserman Schult
Member of Congress

@ e -

J&sus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

Pk o

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.

Member of Congress

Csdotbnsks

chakowsky J
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Fh# Doy

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

LS

dehas Subr‘c{manyan{
Member of Congress

%M;QZML;

Yamie Raskin
Member of Congress

(L

John B. Larson
ember of Congress

\L&C«WM

Joe Courtney (
Member of Congress



P fih

nathan L. Jaclyon
ember of Congress

//F\—owu Gt&‘mo

(o,a(]uin Castro

Member of Congress

/2-.:. /q;:).p{mvt’?

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

M S22

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

R S Rmefy

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

B FH o

Bennie G. Thompson'
Member of Congress

2 oS

Najﬁ’ Krishn#moorthi
Member of Congress

floaos T Ao

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Pt Cuing G-

Herbert C. Conaway, w7/
Member of Congress

Lotifid Lo

Lateefah imon
Member of Congress

Chwe
by chu (]

Member of Congress



e —

IThan Omar
Member of Congress

Madeleme e

S MNEA

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Chd Mos_

SarattMcBride

Member of Congress

ormers L Ko

J aﬂes R. Walkinshaw
Member of Congress

2 il

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Aot Cool,

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Mot fran/

Maxwell Alejai{dro Frost
Member of Congress



