
 

 

 

May 27, 2021 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden Jr. 

President of the United States 

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20500  

 

The Honorable Kamala D. Harris  

Vice President of the United States  

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Biden and Vice President Harris: 

 

Thank you for your leadership in prioritizing the well-being of families and older adults 

throughout the United States. We write to ask that the American Families Plan put forth a critical 

investment in health care to bolster the security of our country’s economy and families. By 

prioritizing the inclusion of robust drug-pricing provisions, we can produce enormous federal 

savings and use it to sustainably expand health coverage, equity, and access. As we emerge from 

the COVID-19 pandemic—the nation’s most acute health care crisis in the last century—now 

more than ever, we must ensure that families and older adults are equipped with the health 

coverage they need. Medicare is one of the most popular and foundational federal programs in 

the United States. You have previously expressed commitments to expanding Medicare 

eligibility, improving its benefits package, and empowering Medicare to negotiate with 

pharmaceutical companies. As part of the American Families Plan, we respectfully request that 

you fulfill your commitment to expand and improve Medicare by including the following key 

provisions in the package: 

 

● Expand Medicare by lowering the eligibility age. 

● Improve Medicare benefits to include dental, vision, hearing, and an out-of-pocket cap. 

● Empower Medicare to negotiate drug prices for all Americans. 

 

Lowering the Medicare age would provide immediate coverage for millions of older adults who 

are still uninsured or underinsured. Researchers at Stanford University found that there is a 

sudden jump in the diagnosis of cancer among individuals who reach the age of 65 due to the 



 

fact that many older adults delay care for financial reasons until they have Medicare coverage.1 

Their study also concluded that individuals ages 61-64 “often lack insurance as a result of early 

retirement, pre-existing conditions hindering renewal, the high cost of private insurance and 

other causes.” Additionally, up to 25 percent of adults in this age group become uninsured or 

have experienced a gap in medical coverage prior to becoming eligible for Medicare. Lowering 

the Medicare eligibility age to 60 could enable an additional 23 million people to access 

Medicare coverage. Meanwhile lowering the Medicare eligibility to 55 could expand Medicare 

coverage to over 40 million people.2 Expanding Medicare to these age groups is critical for 

addressing inequities in health coverage and access, as communities of color and low-income 

individuals are disproportionately more likely to be uninsured.  

 

There is also a critical need to improve the traditional Medicare benefit to include dental, vision, 

and hearing. According to the Commonwealth Fund, among Medicare beneficiaries, “75% of 

people who needed a hearing aid did not have one; 70% of people who had trouble eating 

because of their teeth did not go to the dentist in the past year; and 43% of people who had 

trouble seeing did not have an eye exam in the past year.”3 Poor oral health, vision loss, and 

hearing impairment have been independently linked to numerous negative health outcomes, such 

as diabetes, cardiovascular issues, depression and dementia.4 Lastly, research shows that half of 

older adults who live alone don’t have enough money to cover even their basic needs. Therefore, 

it’s past time that we place an out-of-pocket spending cap to traditional Medicare, just as we 

have already for Medicare Advantage plans and other private insurance plans.5  

 

Expanding and improving Medicare is not only good and critically-needed policy, it also has 

support from overwhelming bipartisan majorities of the American people. According to a recent 

Gallup poll, 65 percent of Americans, across party lines, are in favor of lowering the Medicare 

eligibility age.6 Another poll found that 79 percent of polled older voters want a routine dental, 

vision and hearing benefit added to Medicare.7 

To pay for Medicare expansion, we believe Medicare and the federal government must finally be 

able to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies to lower the high price of prescription drugs. 

 
1 Patel, Deven C., et al. “Cancer Diagnoses and Survival Rise as 65‐Year‐Olds Become Medicare‐Eligible.” Cancer, 2021, 

doi:10.1002/cncr.33498.  
2Song, Z. (2020). Potential implications of lowering the Medicare eligibility age to 60. JAMA, 323(24), 2472. 

doi:10.1001/jama.2020.7245 
3 The Commonwealth Fund. How Medicare Could Provide Dental, Vision, and Hearing Care for Beneficiaries. (January 2018) 

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/sites/default/files/documents/___media_files_publications_issue_brief_2018_jan_willink_

medicare_dental_vision_hearing_ib.pdf 
4 https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2019.00451?journalCode=hlthaff 
5 Konish, Lorie. “Half of Single Seniors Can't Pay for the Basics. Here's Why Social Security's Not Enough.” CNBC, CNBC, 13 

Jan. 2020, www.cnbc.com/2020/01/13/why-its-hard-to-for-retirees-to-get-by-on-social-security-benefits.html.  
6Gallup.West Health-Gallup Healthcare Study, Feb. 15-21, 2021. (March 2021) https://news.gallup.com/poll/342095/estimated-

million-cannot-afford-needed-care.aspx 
7The Senior Citizens League. 79 Percent of Older Voters Think Medicare Should Cover Dental, Vision, and Hearing Services. 

(July 2018) https://seniorsleague.org/the-senior-citizens-league-press-release072418/ 



 

The United States spends, by far, more on prescription drugs than any other country, despite 

Medicare Part D being the largest purchaser in the world. The Congressional Budget Office 

estimated Medicare could save over $450 billion and increase revenue by $45 billion over the 

next decade by requiring Medicare to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies. Therefore, we 

request that the savings achieved by robust Medicare drug-price negotiations be used to make 

critical expansions and improvements to Medicare, alongside other bold investments in health 

coverage and affordability. 

Medicare has the largest network of providers in the country and is one of the most affordable 

and accessible health insurance programs. Lowering the eligibility age and improving its benefits 

package would provide immediate and substantial relief for millions of individuals throughout 

the United States, as well as much-needed long-term security. Now is a historic opportunity to 

also make an important expansion of Medicare that will guarantee health care for millions of 

older adults and people with disabilities struggling with the health and economic realities of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, we are asking for you to prioritize the expansion and 

improvement of Medicare in the American Families Plan. We strongly support this investment 

and stand ready to help your Administration make it a reality. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

    

_____________________________            _____________________________ 

PRAMILA JAYAPAL    JARED F. GOLDEN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

 

_____________________________            _____________________________            

JOE NEGUSE      CONOR LAMB 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ALMA ADAMS     CINDY AXNE 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN   KAREN BASS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DONALD S. BEYER JR.    EARL BLUMENAUER 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   



 

/s/       /s/ 

SUZANNE BONAMICI    CAROLYN BOURDEAUX 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JAMAAL BOWMAN Ed.D    CORI BUSH     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

 

/s/       /s/ 

ANDRÉ CARSON     DAVID CICILLINE     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

YVETTE CLARKE      STEVE COHEN     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JASON CROW     MADELEINE DEAN     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

PETER A. DEFAZIO     DIANA DEGETTE     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

MARK DESAULNIER     TED DEUTCH 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DEBBIE DINGELL     LLOYD DOGGETT 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

VERONICA ESCOBAR    ADRIANO ESPAILLAT     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DWIGHT EVANS     RUBEN GALLEGO     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JESÚS G. "CHUY" GARCÍA   SYLVIA GARCIA      

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JIMMY GOMEZ     RAÚL M. GRIJALVA  

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   



 

/s/       /s/ 

JAHANA HAYES     STEVEN HORSFORD 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

SHEILA JACKSON LEE    SARA JACOBS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

HAKEEM JEFFRIES     HENRY C. "HANK" JOHNSON 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

MONDAIRE JONES     KAIALI'I KAHELE 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

RO KHANNA      ANN KIRKPATRICK 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

BRENDA LAWRENCE    BARBARA LEE 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

TERESA LEGER FERNÁNDEZ   TED LIEU 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ZOE LOFGREN     ALAN LOWENTHAL 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

CAROLYN B. MALONEY    KATHY MANNING 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

BETTY MCCOLLUM    GRACE MENG 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JERRY NADLER     MARIE NEWMAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

 



 

/s/       /s/ 

DONALD NORCROSS    ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ALEXANDRIA OCASIO CORTEZ   ILHAN OMAR 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JIMMY PANETTA     DEAN PHILLIPS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

CHELLIE PINGREE     MARK POCAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

KATIE PORTER     AYANNA PRESSLEY 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JAMIE RASKIN     MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

MARY GAY SCANLON    JAN SCHAKOWSKY 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ELISA SLOTKIN     ADAM SMITH 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DARREN SOTO     HALEY STEVENS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

MARK TAKANO     RASHIDA TLAIB 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

RITCHIE TORRES     NORMA TORRES 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   



 

/s/       /s/ 

LORI TRAHAN     JUAN VARGAS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ    BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ  SUSAN WILD 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

NIKEMA WILLIAMS    FREDERICA WILSON 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JOHN YARMUTH     LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD   

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

PETE AGUILAR     COLIN ALLRED 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON   ANTHONY G. BROWN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JULIA BROWNLEY     SALUD CARBAJAL 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

TONY CÁRDENAS     TROY A. CARTER SR. 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JOAQUIN CASTRO     JUDY CHU 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

KATHERINE M. CLARK    EMANUEL CLEAVER II 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   



 

/s/       /s/ 

GERALD E. CONNOLLY    J. LUIS CORREA 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JOE COURTNEY     ANGIE CRAIG 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ROSA L. DELAURO     MIKE DOYLE 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

LOIS FRANKEL     AL GREEN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

BRIAN HIGGINS     CHRISSY HOULAHAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JARED HUFFMAN     MARCY KAPTUR 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

WILLIAM R. KEATING    ROBIN KELLY 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DANIEL T. KILDEE     DEREK KILMER 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ANDY KIM      RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ANN MCLANE KUSTER    JAMES R. LANGEVIN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

RICK LARSEN     JOHN B. LARSON 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   



 

/s/       /s/ 

AL LAWSON      ANDY LEVIN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

STEPHEN F. LYNCH    TOM MALINOWSKI 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DORIS MATSUI     LUCY MCBATH 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

A. DONALD MCEACHIN    JAMES P. MCGOVERN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JERRY MCNERNEY     GREGORY W. MEEKS 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

KWEISI MFUME     GWEN MOORE 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

JOE MORELLE     SETH MOULTON 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

GRACE F. NAPOLITANO    BILL PASCRELL, JR. 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.    ED PERLMUTTER 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

MIKE QUIGLEY     C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER   

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

BOBBY RUSH      TIM RYAN      

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   



 

/s/       /s/ 

LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ     JOHN SARBANES     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ADAM SCHIFF     DAVID SCOTT   

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

TERRI. A SEWELL     BRAD SHERMAN 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

MARILYN STRICKLAND    THOMAS R. SUOZZI    

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

ERIC SWALWELL      MIKE THOMPSON     

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DINA TITUS      PAUL TONKO 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

/s/       /s/ 

DAVID TRONE     JENNIFER WEXTON 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress   

 

 


